
This is a summer of learning Italian, writing a book, hanging out with 
an international group of students learning Italian, traveling around 
Italy, and relaxing from everyday life. The small school called ALCE is a 
set of classes taught entirely in Italian to students of all different 
mother tongues. Throw in some travel, apperativos (featured happy 
hours at different restaurants, and you get a great learning experience.
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Basically, Greg, what are 
you doing this summer?
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Viaggio means “a trip” in Italian. 

Italy is rich with small cities to 
visit. Each city has it’s own 
famous food, painter, musician, 
or scientist to engage the interest 
of the tourists on their way to 
Rome or Venice.

Every other week, ALCE - the 
language school I am attending 
for the summer - offers small 
guided trips to neighboring cities. 
One of the teachers, usually 
Francesca, meets everyone at the 
train station and goes through the 
steps of purchasing train tickets 
in Italian. This method benefits 
the newest students and 

empowers them to go on their 
own trips once they understand 
the process.

Going on small trips kept me 
entertained while I stationed 
myself in Bologna for July. These 
little trips also kept me relatively 
sane! 

Bologna is in a central location 
between Rome, Florence, Milan, 
and Venice. Smack dab in the 
middle! 

The famous cities are fun to 
see and an absolute must. 
However, living here for a few 
months has opened up some 

places most Americans don’t have 
time for: Parma, Verona, Rimini, 
Bologna, and even Palermo (in 
August we have a trip planned to 
see the Italian Sisters Luisa & 
Francesca).
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Ah, Verona! The famous city 

from Shakespeare's Romeo and 

Juliet. I just had to go on this 

trip and see where my favorite 

couple lived so long ago.

Our little group took an hour 

train ride to the city of literary 

tragedy and romance. We spent 

only one day amongst all of the 

tourists, taking pictures and 

laughing as only a truly 

international group of friends 

could do. 

There is a little house set up as a 

Juliet museum. I sat downstairs 

as the group went up into the 

house and took turns posing on 

Juliet’s balcony. We missed a lot 

of the city museums and art 

because we only had one 

morning planned. That suited 

me just fine. I can always go 

back again if I want to. And I will.

Like most popular Italian cities, 

Verona boasts a plethora of 

caffès, street side restaurants, 

and gelatarias. As a special treat 

for my dad, I brought along the 

world traveling garage door 

opener. You can see Ruba 

holding it on Juliet’s balcony 

(lower right corner).

This was a perfect Saturday 

morning mini-trip from Bologna. 

I recommend it!

“Two households, both alike in dignity in fair Verona...” 
                             ― William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet

VERONA

THE OPENER

“TRENI” = TRAINS

JULIET’S BALCONY

BEAUTIFUL

DID YOU KNOW THAT THREE 
OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS 
ARE SET IN VERONA? CAN 

THE ANSWER IS ON THE 
LAST PAGE!

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/947.William_Shakespeare
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/947.William_Shakespeare
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3349450
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3349450


Introducing...
We have such a rich variety of 

students at this school. We come 

from all over the world: USA, 

France, UK, Ireland, Israel, Ukraine, 

Saudi, Bahrain, China, Portugal, 

Spain, Mexico, Germany, Finland, 

Columbia, Venezuela, Norway, 

Japan, Brazil, just to name a few of 

the countries. 

SITTING IN ITALIAN CLASS, I 
HAVE SEEN CLASSMATES 
TAKING NOTES IN RUSSIAN, 
HEBREW, GEORGIAN, 
PORTUGUESE, ARABIC, AND 
THE LIST GOES ON...

Frodo and Bilbo Houses

The ALCE school has an apartment 

building rented out for its 

students. Since the owner, Luca, is 

a LOR (Lord of the Rings) buff, he 

named the lower apartments Frodo 

and the upper ones Bilbo. Each 

apartment has about six rooms, 

two bathrooms, and a kitchen 

each. Except for Sharmuta 

(Alwalid), most of us live in the 

apartments.

The apartment life mixes our 

cultures but we make an effort to 

make an international dinner once 

in a while.

Certificates?

Students come here for many 

reasons. I just came for basic 

Italian but Rotem and Ruba are 

both going for Italian certificates to 

enter into Italian Med school. 

Verena took Italian so she could 

move here and get a job. We are all 

here for different reasons. 

AL-SOMETHING
Meet Al-Walid from some distant 
country I cannot mention. This guy 
brings laughter with him 
everywhere, so I love to hang out 
with him. He is smitten with Luisa, a 
beautiful woman from Palermo. 
Alwalid and I started Italian 
together and watched almost every 
WorldCup 2014 game at the Irish 
Pub here in Bologna. I look 
forward to going to AlWalid’s 
wedding in Palermo soon.

SISTERS?
Meet Ruba (Arab Palestinian) on 
the left and Liza (Georgian) on the 
right. These two were like two 
sisters right off the bat. Both are in 
my class and both in my dreams. 
Too bad I had not met either of 
them a lifetime ago. It was great to 
have Liza around because she only 
speaks Georgian and basic Italian. 
Ruba speaks perfect English, but 
between the three of us, we had to 
speak in our shared Italian. 

FRANCESCA
We all called her Francesca Alta - 
tall Francesca- because there was 
another shorter teacher also 
named Francesca. So far, every 
day we have had at least one class 
with Francesca and every trip and 
tour has been led by this walking 
encyclopedia. She really wants to 
improve her English so I wish her 
good luck with that. Francesca Alta 
is one of the most patient teachers I 
have ever been around in a class. 
Thank you for teaching us :)



Parmesan Cheese, Parma Ham, and everything 
else Parma!

CORREGIO’S CUPOLA

BAROQUE ART

STREET CAFFÉS

FLOWING STREETS

One of the things I really missed 

about living in remote and 

developing countries is art. I 

entered into the Abbey of St. 

John and saw Corregio’s cupola 

with pure awe. 

There were “no photo” signs all 

over inside, but everyone else 

was taking pictures - these are 

mine.

None of the churches we entered 

had cover charges. That makes 

me wonder who takes care of 

these works of art. Perhaps the 

government or the daily 

collections. 

Wandering the streets of Parma 

made me quite hungry. Sure, we 

stopped at a small restaurant to 

try out the  local cuisine and 

have a few beers. It is difficult to 

keep track of all the different 

food names, especially when our 

tour is only in Italian!

ABBEY OF ST. JOHN - THE 
CEILING IS FULL OF 
WONDERFUL ART

Arrividerci
To all of my new friends 

from Bologna, I’ll see you on 
FaceBook and in some far 
off airport some day in the 
future. 

Thank you for sharing 
your cultures, langauges, 
and time together. If you are 
still here (Bologna) in 
August, we will continue the 
fun and make new friends.



PHOTOS FROM JULY 2014

(TOP) BALOGNA IS KNOWN FOR ITS TORTELLINI

(MIDDLE) ALWALID WITH JESUS & RIMINI BEACH

(BOTTOM RIGHT) FULL MOON BOLOGNESE STREETS

(BOTTOM LEFT) HANNAH, SHERI, LIZA, RUBA, AMI -ALL 
IN MY A1 COURSE OF ITALIAN.

*** Romeo & Juliet, The Taming of the Shrew, and The Two 

Gentleman of Verona are the three plays set in Verona.


