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“So Greg, what did you do in April of 2019?” I am truly hard pressed to write this issue. What a 
boring month of my life. Sure, work has things always going on.  Jazz band is changing. The 
weather is getting hot. But summer is getting closer by the minute and I thought I would write 
about my plans so far.

Am I going back to the USA this summer? You bet. There are two main dates that formed my 
USA trip itinerary for 2019 summer- wedding and Buffett. June 20 - July 22.

Katrina and Scott are tying the 
knot in Minneapolis this June. I’m 
flying into Chicago on the 20th 
and driving up to stay in the 
wedding hotel for a few nights. 

Besides the wedding, I left my 
schedule open. Who knows what 
Katrina and Scott want to involve 
me in. Maybe a dinner, maybe gift 
opening. Maybe just being at the 
wedding? 

All I know is this: wedding, July 
4th at Jason/Erin’s cottage, 
Joey’s cottage after that, Jimmy 
Buf fe t t w i th Kappy & my 
Parrotheads at Alpine Valley on 
July 20th, and fly out of Chicago 
on July 22nd.  The rest is fill in 
the blanks. I’ll drive around, sleep 
on couches, make myself useful if 
needed, and simply enjoy my 
days off. 

I am using 30 of my saved 46 
days off from end to end. If I don’t 
work on both ends of the 

vacation, I’ll run out of vacation 
days. And I can’t do that.  

Let me be more specific. Going 
into this summer, I have a specific 
amount of days off - 46. This is 
the longest summer break in the 
history of our school because 
Ramadan ends around the first 
week of June. We finish school 
on June 3rd and return to school 
August 26th.  

Remember, we aren’t a school 
like other schools. The downside 
of making so much money is we 
are treated like other company 
employees with a set number of 
vacation days. Even if the school 
isn’t in session, we go to work all 
year around. I would lose a lot of 
money if I stayed away from work 
for 60 straight days. Therefore, 
it’s all in the planning. Short trip 
somewhere, work, USA trip, work, 
small trip somewhere, then 
school starts up. Whew. All that, 

and I have to save a few vacation 
days for December. 

I’m still waiting to hear from some 
dive boats about the first mini-
vacation. During the EID - the 
celebration right at the end of 
Muslim Ramadan - the entire 
company shuts down. Company 
days - June 5-9 are all free 
vacation days. I HAVE TO GO 
SOMEWHERE. 

The same idea goes for the end 
of the summer. The second EID 
celebration comes right before we 
start school. More company days 
off - free ones - are basically an 
invitation to travel. I am booked 
for another 10day live-a-board 
just like last year, except on a 
different ship. 

So there they are. Summer plans. 
That leaves the specific first EID 
to plan (I have to get out of here) 
and my December trip to plan. 
That’s going to be H_U_G_E! 

Trip Planning is a 
True Art Form!



All I want for my big celebration is a quiet dive with some Leafy Sea Dragons and my camera.

I tend to have very simple needs. 
When I turn 50 this summer (can 
you believe it?) all I want is a 
lack of celebration. Truly. The 
15th of June is a Saturday, so I 
won ’ t be a t work . A lmost 
everyone will be gone from life 
here in Saudi. The weather will 
be just around 100 degrees. Nuff 
said. I’d rather not celebrate.  

Instead, I will celebrate my 
b i r thday in the Aust ra l ian 
summer month of December. We 
have three weeks off from 
school. Rather strange for us. 
But I’m going hunting underwater 
for something I’ve wanted to see 
since I was a child - the leafy sea 
dragon. 

There are other kinds of sea 
horses and sea dragons, but I 
am fascinated by the leafy kind. 
O n l y f o u n d i n A u s t r a l i a . 
According to my research, they 
are only found on the southern 
side of Australia. I’m heading to 
Adelaide. Once I have seen the 
dragons underwater and taken a 
few selfies and portraits, it will be 
time to get a tattoo. Yes, a tattoo 
of a leafy sea dragon. 

I have been a professional diver 
since around 2002. Alas, I have 
been one of the few dive 
instructors that doesn’t sport any 
kind of tattoo. Of course, I live by 
a few story-relevant mottos: 
1.never get tattoo unless it really 
means something to you 2. you 
cannot wear something with a 

fish on it unless you have 
previously seen that fish on a 
dive (this goes for dive shop 
clothing and tattoos especially) 
and 3. If you are going to get a 
tattoo, spend money on a large, 
well placed, quality, unique, 
colorful tattoo. 

You might say to yourself “Self, is 
Greg going through a mid-life 
crisis because he is turning 50?” 
and I would say to that “that’s 
crap! I have been planning this 
whole thing for the past decade.” 

And so…these are my plans. 
December 2019 cannot arrive 
soon enough. I haven’t been so 
impatient for Christmas since I 
was five years old.

Turning 50! 
Hoping for an uneventful Birthday followed by Dragons in December.



Katrina and Scott are getting married June 22. If you want to 
visit their website, it’s awesome. I don’t know if they paid for it or 
if my neice created it, but it is awesome. Weddings have come a 
long way in a few short years.

https://www.zola.com/wedding/tohaveandtohood   is their website. Who knows how long it will 
be active. It all depends on when you read this issue. (I stole some of these great pictures off 
their website. I figured they wouldn’t really care.
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