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YOUR TEACHER WILL 
SEE YOU NOW… 

FROM AT LEASE 2 
METERS 
I mean…. 

Online

14Days ?
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BEFORE THE RISING
Katherine stepped into the First Lego League after the 
initiating teacher dropped out leaving 3 students without a 
coach. On March 2, 2020, Katherine asked me if I wanted to 
tag along with her team and go to the district-wide First Lego 
League (F.L.L.) Competition. A nano second later, I accepted. 
Have you ever been to an FLL competition? I had heard a lot 
about them but in all the years I have been leading and 
teaching lego robotics courses, I have never actually been to 
one. What an opportunity. 
FLL was born in 1998 when the FIRST© robotics competitions 
group merged with Lego©  for the pilot competition 

involving 200 teams that year. It has grown more and more 
popular each year. 
In short, there is an encompassing theme each year. 2019’s 
theme was City Shaper, moving modular homes and 
buildings on a city map. Each team of 1-4 students, ages 
9-14 compete with the same map and basic lego module set.  
The difference is in their robot (made from Mindstorm Ev3 
robotics kits) and their programming to earn points from a 
variety of tasks performed in 3 minutes. Each task that is 
completed earns a specific amount of points. There are lots of 
rules, but the teams can modify their coding or their robots 
on the fly.

FIRST LEGO LEAGUE DISTRICT
Our little island has buses that transport us to the other 
outlying islands for activities, sports, and competitions. Our 
Elementary team of 3 students, and about 10 students 
from Middle School boarded the company bus at 8am. We 
traveled through the desert for about an hour and met up 
with the other FLL teams  around 9am. 
I took a lot of pictures and rooted for our team until the bus 
took us home at 3pm. What an exciting day! Watching so 
many kids solving problems and competing with team 
spirit is awe inspiring. One of the best parts of this: a lot of 
parents donated their Saturday to cheer on their teams.It 
reminded me of the pinewood derby or a 4H animal show. 
You know how much I love legos, and teaching is my life. 
I’ll be one of the FLL coaches next year for sure.





PROBLEMS PRESENTED 
WE STARTED PLANNING

On march 5, 2020, there were rumors going around the 
schools that the Kingdom might be shutting down schools. 
Saudi still had a vivid memory of the MERS and SARS 
epidemics and was preparing for COVID19.  Due to the 
rumors, my principal called an all admin and tech meeting 
for the entire school day on March 9th. 
It turned out, the school district announced on March 8th 
that the 9th would be the last day of kids coming to school. 
We arranged to get subs for the 9th and we spent the 
entire day starting out a Distance Learning plan for the 
school. That was a long, drawn out meeting. Our plan 
ended up with the following: 
Tues - This (March 10-12) kids stay home - no school. 
March 10 - Staff at school working on grades first half of 
day and Distance Learning plan meetings in afternoon. 
March 11 - Staff rotate through the day for technology 
training in three different tech areas. (I taught teachers all 
day long. Small classes came to me to learn Google Meets.) 
March 12 - Staff preparing lessons for the first week of 
distance learning. 
March 15 - students start Distance learning at home while 
teachers still come to school. 
The tech office was a revolving door every single day.

MARCH 9, 2020        
    CRAZY STARTED WITH LOCUSTS
Of all the things that could happen on the last day of 
school, we had a biblical version of a Locust Swarm. Yes, it 
had been happening all over Africa for the past week. Yes, 
we had had small swarms around parts of Saudi. This time 
it was real. 
Kids went out at lunch to see the sky filled with Locusts. As 
the school buses left and the parents retrieved their 
students, all of the staff wandered out with their cameras to 
take shots of the event. As did I.  
I missed the locusts that hit Egypt back in 2005. I was in 
Dubai on a weekend vacay.  Now, in 2020, here they were. 
Big fat locusts in swarms. You can make the out in the 
image above. The swarm didn’t blacken they sky like I had 
expected. But there were millions of them in the sky 
throughout the day. Wow. “The end of the world?”

Initial Planning - Too Late?!?
Teachers spent March 9th sending kids to the library 
for thousands of books. Classroom environments were 
pandemonium as the rumors of school closing 
emerged. Teachers with kids were scrambling to find 
playdates or babysitters for the next few days. Our 
team spent the entire day in this room: planning!



THE SLOW PROCESS OF 
CONTAINMENT

The sequence of events unfolds throughout March. It 
started with schools closing and slowly got worse. 

Mar 7 - All Bars and Nightclubs in Saudi are closed (joke) 

Mar 7 - Our link to Bahrain closes. Causeway is a closed 
border - no more alcohol or pork runs for a while - a sign 
of impending DOOM 
Mar 7 - Anyone flying in from international or coming 
over from Bahrain have to self-quarantine for 14 days 
Mar 9- The school district last day.  
Mar 10-12 Company people, including teachers, still go 
to work as usual. 
Mar 11 - Restaurants close - delivery only. All major 
events on the island are canceled. 
Mar 14 - My Emirates flights to the Maldives were 
cancelled - No Maldives spring break trip for me 
Mar 14 - All international flights suspended 
Mar 15 - Our hospital cancels all elective procedures. All 
pools and public parks are closed. 
Mar 16 - I started doing my own laundry. The dry 
cleaners closed. 
Mar 16 - The grocery store experiences the mad rush of 
doomsday buyers stocking up on toilet paper and water 
Mar 16 - Saudi government sends out a massive text 
asking for us to do a survey (creepy, shady sensus) 
Mar 22 - Teachers start staying home for work - 1 out of 
every 3 teachers works from home each day. 
Mar 23 - Country-wide 7pm-6am curfew in place with 
heavy fines and deportation for disobedience 
Mar 25 - The king quarantines the Holy Cities and 
imposes a 3pm-6am curfew. Prob us next. 
Mar 25 - I enter the online game of Fortnite with Teddy 
and two other 5th graders at 7:30pm. We win 4 
consecutive 1st’s and I go to bed at 11pm my time. 
Mar 26  - I miss the first Lemoine Zoom meeting held at 
3am my time. Uggh.  
Mar 27 - Foreseeable future is online Distance Learning 
for the remainder of the school year. Not sure what that 
actually means. No spring break? No travel in or out or 
within the Kingdom. What’s next?

The information coming in and out of our “island” is 
limited. The hospital has been on restricted status for 
most of March. There are over a 1,000 cases by the 
writing of this (end of March) in Saudi Arabia. 

I don’t watch a lot of local news or read about it. You 
never know what news to trust so you have to read and 
watch from several sources. My source of internal 
news has not been accessible for a while now. Social 
distancing is making everything difficult. 

Who knows if anyone on our little island has the virus? 
I don’t. Hopefully, no one. So far so good.

THE PANDEMIC HITS SAUDI 
(NOT OUR ISLAND?)



SO HAPPY TESS AND RYAN STILL 
COME TO SCHOOL!

WHO SAYS WE’RE RUNNING 
LOW? WE STILL HAVE CHEERIOS

LOOKOUT GENERAL MILLS, 
LULU’S NOW HAS LOONEY TUNES

Yummy sushi. Every day! (TOP) Not quite the Yellow Box (LEFT) Still didn’t buy them (RIGHT)

Lunch is still on for now. Ryan and Tess 
still make fresh sushi, chicken adobo, 
fish tacos, and salads. 
Ryan has had to expand his business a 
little bit, just to get by financially. They 
usually rely on a full staff to make 
lunches for. Now that a third of the staff 
isn’t even at the school, Ryan and Tess 
drop off lunch orders at some teachers’ 
houses. 
I still order my daily sushi for lunch. I’ll 
take it while I can get it.

I found a yellow box of Cheerios the 
other day. Just one. But hey, our 
grocery store still has what I need… 
Cheerios and milk.  
Jeff I hope you are proud. GM has a 
few boxes on the shelves regularly. A 
new shipment of Trix just came in 
and I found about 10 boxes of 
Capt’n Crunchberries the other day. 
Too bad I don’t eat the sugary cereals 
any more.

Lulu is the name of our local grocery 
chain on the islands. They just came 
out with Looney Tunes cereals, but I 
just couldn’t get myself to buy them. 
First of all, except for the different 
brands of corn flakes world wide, I 
don’t like non-American brands of 
cereal. Perhaps it is my devotion to 
GM and Jeff. Number two reason: 
too much sugar. But I love Bugs, 
Daffy, Taz, Sylv, and Tweety on boxes!

Sushi Anyone?



YOU’VE GOTTA LOVETTE 
ANOTHER LEGO FAN
This is a picture of my buddy (and assistant Principal) 
Paul. He’s all over it when it comes down to Maker 
Spaces, Future Labs, explorative learning, and 
anything kids can make with their hands. Pauls ideas 
and enthusiasm are pushing the limits of our school to 
grow into the creativity mindset. I love working with 
him. I’ll go sit in his office and just play legos with him 
sometimes.

THE MAN, THE MYTH, THE LEGEND, 
BRENT

Meet Brent. He’s been on this island ever since 2002 and 
seems to know EVERYONE.  Not a day goes by when he 
sends me fifteen comics or memes on WhatsApp.  Before 
the Social Distancing, Brent and I had a standing breakfast 
at the hobby farm on weekends and a monthly “We should 
go to the DILMAN” that usually caves in by the time a 
weekend gets close. 
Brent’s a cool cat and a good friend. His favorite word is 
“interesting” and he happens to be a math guy - something 
I am not. I think he even enjoys doing his own taxes! 
Former teacher and soon-to-be former colleague, I look 
forward to seeing what direction his career takes in the near 
future outside of Saudi. It’s just that he keeps staying on. 
Life seems to get in the way of his family leaving.

LET FORTH THE MEMES!  
Disasters bring out the best in some peoples’ comic 
relief skills. Another friend, Brent, sends me several 
funny memes each and every day. He is a self 
professed comedy virus. If there is a meme out there 
worth sharing, he finds it and sends it out to his fans. 

This waldo meme was an instant favorite for me. It is 
one of a handful that just make me laugh every time I 
see it. I’m looking for a Where’s Waldo meme where 
everyone (including waldo) is in a Bio Level 4 Suit.



Sorry, your tech help is busy playing Fortnite Battle Royale with his nephew 
Teddy. Teddy is the general calling the plays, of course!


