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TINKER TUESDAYS?

My colleague’s son shows off one of his 
own home tinker projects - a super box of 

his own design that transforms into a 
spaceship and more

ChromeBooks for 500 
students in grades 3 
and 4. 

500

Steering 
Wheel on Top

Controls on 
the flip side

Arms can go 
in here

More Controls

Back flap… controls 
to go in  reverse



This is a new year. The techie teachers are 
teaching Future Labs this year. What’s a Future 
Lab? It’s our school version of a tinkering 
space. A space to explore, create, experiment, 
and learn by design. Remember the movie 
Back to the Future? That crazy scientist with 
hair like Dr. Miskella? His lab was total chaos. 
Trinkets, gadgets, wires, experiments 
everywhere. That will be me (except for the 
gray bird’s nest hair).  

What does this have to do with the picture 
above? Everything.  

The boy above is our “guinea pig”. There are 
three Future Lab teachers and three soon-to-

be-finished labs. Our “guinea pig” is the 
amazing 2nd grade son of my FL colleague. He 
and his sister helped us make a Tinker Tuesday 
video for our students. Tinker Tuesday is the 
mid-week distance learning day where the FL 
teachers work with counselors, admin, and a 
team of other teachers to lead all grade levels 
in creative projects. TT’s give the students a 
break from the online classroom pattern and 
will set the groundwork for our Future Lab 
classes. 

Imagine our Future Lab Dispositions: Resilient, 

Reflective, Resourceful, Reciprocity
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A Future Lab Teacher’s Kid
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MY AFTER SCHOOL 
“GUINEA PIGS”

These two wonderful children are lucky to have techie 
parents. Both parents teach with me. Both are in 
technology. Their house is a Tinker Lab trial area. 

and this house is one minute from school!  -Shazam! 



PAGE  4

Cheap-O Chinese 
Brand Gloves!

I sure wish I had some latex 
surgical gloves that won’t rip. 
We really aren’t required to 
use gloves except in grocery 
stores, but we certainly wear 
them to help in situations 
where we (the techies) are 
helping multiple people on 
computer keyboards or 
handing out materials.

Dealing with the Covid in KSA… 
(at least here on the Island”
 The company dictates covidcation 
rules about 2-4 weeks out past the Kingdom. 
An example is restaurants. The restaurants 
on camp stayed “delivery only” for another 
month after the off-camp restaurants went to 
distanced seating. The island “lockdown” 
also endured another two weeks past the 
Saudi health department announced a 
release to the rest of Saudi. 

 As of this writing at the end of August, 
our airports remain closed to international 
travel. We still can’t go for mini vacations to 
Bahrain. Everyone is going crazy.  

 Is there an end in sight? When is this 
nightmare going to end. Other countries 
have opened up and accepted different 
degrees of Covid cases. I have no idea what 
the Saudi health department is thinking, nor 
do I have a clue what the island leaders will 
do. All I know is we follow by two weeks. 

 Some travel has been allowed. 
Families have been trickling in on Company 
flights from other coutries, only to spend a 
week in quarantine. The government 
requires them to have a phone app tracking 
their location. 
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We really don’t know what the future holds. Who actually does. No one. Our school has multiple plans for 
distance learning, 50/50 distance and F2F, and full classrooms. But, we haven’t spelled out the details of 
personal protection rules. I sure hope it isn’t full mask, gloves, and eyewear. Yes, we would be back to 
socializing the students, but it would be a helluva nightmare reminding ourselves and the young’uns to 
keep covered. Imagine students trying to write with gloves on? Or doing anything with gloves on? I have 
tried to use my phone and type on a laptop with gloves but it ain’t happen’n folks!  When do we draw the 
line and accept the reality that we are surrounded by germs. How do our bodies learn to accept germs and 
viruses unless we allow our body systems to adapt? Let’s ditch the protective gear. We aren’t dealing with 
level 4 viruses like Hanta or Ebola Deluxe. Wouldn’t our bodies be better prepared and armed against the 
Covid viruses if our bodies learned? My jury is still out.

Decima eintas

All All-black mask? The surgical backup? A designed gift?

Just in case we are going back to F2F student classrooms, I’m all geared up with basics.
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Let the Materials be 
Gathered by the 
Parents…over 4 
days
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 Hundreds of bags in elementary colors! The entire gym lined 
up with tables of student materials bags . Each table held bags of 
materials from one teacher classroom. This year our school has a 
total of 59 classrooms, ranging from pre-kinder (k4) to 4th grade. 
We are just one school in our district of four island schools. 

 Four days of parents signing up online so they can socially 
distance themselves from each other in the building at any one 
time. Hours of work. Days of planning. Meeting after meeting. It 
seems like we it was a success! 

 We, the techies, had tables set up to check out 500 chrome 
books (CBs) to  3rd and 4th grade parents. The first table had 
several CBs set up for filling out the online forms. Not all parents 
signed up ahead of time, so they could sign up then and there. One 
of us sat at the second table to scan barcodes on the student CBs. 
One of us would select a machine from assorted small piles 
arranged by classroom CBs and change out the power cable to 
either 220v or 110v, depending on the house the family lived in. 
(Explaining island power issues could fill up an entire issue of 
StSomeTimes.) Anyway, parents walked away with bags and a CB 
or two - or five- depending on how many students they have. Yes, 
we have a family with five kids in elementary school. Amazing! 

 Four days of materials exchange the week before school 
started was a grand plan that worked. Could we have done it 
better? Have other schools done this better? No idea. Who cares. 
Maybe we won’t have another CovidCation materials exchange 
again. Fingers crossed. 
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   Starbucks, recently opened on the island near my apartment,  is my “home 
office” on weekends. Like other restaurants in past years, this one is where I 

write StSomeTimes issues and  
maintain my online life at www.itre.us  


