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Basics of Carpe Diem 
I’ve written about the Carpe Diem in past issues over 
the last five or so years. But let me share an elevator 
version of the ship and the experience.  

I like to describe it as a five-star hotel on water, with a 
whole lot of first class scuba diving.  

✓ Fly into the Airport. Crew meets you upon arrival. 
✓ Board the ship. Say Goodbye to your shoes. 
✓ Ship Briefing. 
✓ Check dive. 
✓ Get into the rhythm:   

✓ DIVE 
✓ EAT 
✓ SLEEP 
✓ REPEAT 

✓ Days later:  cry as you put your shoes on and head 
to the airport. 

✓ Dream of the next Carpe Diem Trip 

The Diem is one of three vessels in their fleet. Built by a 
local in 2008, it is also the first and oldest. You wouldn’t 
know this unless you read about it or someone told 
you. It is the best of the fleet if you ask me. (Nope. Not 
getting paid for this.) 

The 35m/115ft Carpe Diem serves up to twenty fun 
divers. There are 10 cabins on three decks, but I love 
sleeping under the stars on the top deck.  

 Navigate to their website and see all the details of 
their company fleet, resort, and dive packages.  

https://carpediemmaldives.com/carpe-diem/ 
This is a special issue because 

there are a lot of photo contributors. 

https://carpediemmaldives.com/carpe-diem/




“Papa” The Oldest Diver
Imagine being 79 years 

old and diving two, 
sometimes three, dives 

a day down to a 
maximum of 100ft/30m 

for three weeks 
straight.

Hats off to dad, David, nicknamed “Papa” on this trip. He is the oldest 
diver for the Carpe Diem. Well, to be more specific, the oldest diver to 
actually dive all the time and keep up with the crowd. 

I always choose the Carpe Diem for the Maldives because they truly 
care about safety first. Normally, the Carpe ships are full of divers. Each 
dive guide has a max of six divers in their group. It would be difficult 
for dad and I to follow such a group. Munko, Shaaz, and Wathe all 
worked together to make it possible for Wathe to take dad and me 
separately. This was very important. Dad requires extra time to get 



All of this didn’t come without 
cost. Papa had to be reigned in 
at times. We made a deal to sit 
out some of the more difficult 
dives, mostly limit to two dives a 
day, and constantly make fun of 
Willem. (Challenge accepted) 

Naps between dives and early 
bedtimes were part of our 
routine. None of us played hero, 
except Willem - you cannot 
reign him in at all.  

down to depth because of his 
ears. Wathe was basically dad’s 
guide. He communicated with 
dad, made sure he was safe, and 
powered him through the 
toughest currents so dad 
wouldn’t be too exhausted. This 
can be a very dangerous sport, 
especially at the depths and 
frequency of our dives. 

Munko, the cruise director and 
dive boss, has also intentionally 
arranged for an extra dive guide 

to be on the Carpe Diem for our 
next trip! I had no expectation 
he would arrange for this.  

David, Dad, is an inspiration for 
the entire ship. Everyone  asked 
the question at some point: 
“HOW old is he? Wow!” 

Everyone has commented at 
least once that they can only 
hope to be able to dive so well 
at 79!   

“Hell, I don’t 
have to do 

anything. As 
long as Wathey 
keeps taking off 
my fins, I’ll keep 

diving.”



A live aboard trip 
just insn’t 
complete without 
the spirit and 
apparel of 
“Dumass” and his 
Elven Queen.



Malemoinedives 
Liveaboard Life 
Take off your shoes and stay awhile.

The most outstanding part of 
this 2022-2023 trip for me is my 
family. Jeff and Dad are having a 
great time. That means the trip 
is a success. I have been on this 
trip many times, but this is the 
first time I’ve seen it through 
someone else’s eyes. 

Jeff normally dives with a lot of 
gear, a completely different dive 
kit, and a lot of ice. Absolutely 
crazy!  

The Maldives water temperature 
only varies a few degrees from 
82F each year and the weather is 
close to that. Look at a map. The 
Maldives straddle the equator. 

Dad isn’t used to diving any 
more. He tried recently in 
Florida, but didn’t enjoy it at all.   

The Maldives is a unique story 
for both of them. Hence my 
enjoyment. The weather is 
pristine, we’ve seen a large 

variety of sea life, and the divers 
on this first trip were a lot of fun. 

This is perhaps the only trip for 
the Malemoinedives. It’s just too 
far away for most of our family. 
Therefore, it will be a trip to 
fondly remember! 

Hats off and a big THANK YOU 
to the other divers and the crew 
of the Carpe Diem for the great 
Malemoinedives experience. 
There’s more to come…



 

   Willem    Ana

   Lindsey    Matthew

   Michael    Karin

   Sharon    Andre

   Oscar    Jeff

   David    Greg

We, the Divers…will be
submitting Filefish claims for underwater hawrassement.



 

Umm…. I dunno. This is the first time I’ve actually 
marked a map with specific sites. Why? Funny 
you should ask. I don’t give a rat’s ass. Each and 
every dive is different. I’ve been to the same site 
perhaps six times and had six different 
experiences. Truly. It doesn’t matter. You will see 
a bunch of fish, usually sharks, and be pleasantly 
surprised. The dive guides are like Safari guides. 
Some people refer to this kind of diving as Diving 
Safari.  

No matter what dive site, you will have the 
following:  East or West currents, Incoming or 
Outgoing currents from the North or the South, 
sharks, maybe manta rays, three minute safety 
stops, maximum depths of 30m/99ft, 45-60 
minute dives, and a partridge fish in a pear tree 
coral.  

Take a look at the two maps. There are actually 
four maps, but we didn’t go far enough South 
this trip.  

There are 1200 islands. Only 200 are inhabited. 
That is truly amazing. I say come and dive 
Maldives now, before the population explodes. 
Every year, the airport is getting busier and 
busier. More and more people are flocking to 
Malé. More dive ships are on the dive spots.  

Come now. Dive now. Or just let me. 
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The Maldives
“Hey Greg, what dive sites did 
you go to? Are both trips going 
to the same spots?”



 Dive Guides
of  the

MUNKKO - “Mili”

Our Cruise Director and 
Master of Mischief, this is 

the man that makes sure we 
are all treated to the Five 

Star Carpe Diem dive-
vacation experience. 

Laughter is a virtue.

Carpe Diem

WATHEY - “Vanili”

SHAZEEL - “Deep Pockets”

“Cpt REDBEARD”ISSEY

He doesn’t sing underwater, 
just lip-syncs. Wathey is the 
king of finding Macro stuff - 
the smallest of the smallest 

underwater creatures. 

When you are 79 years old 
and need to descend quite 

a bit slower than the 
average diver, Wathey has  
the patience and skill to be 

your ultimate guide. 

Except for Sharon, he’s your 
guide for finding the pelagic. 
Shazeel doesn’t give himself 

enough credit for an 
excellent dive briefing but we 

do. 
He is also the only guide to 
have earned two nicknames. 
Doesn’t he look like a young 

Marlin Brando?

Issey is our quiet captain of 
this vessel and all souls 

aboard.  

Safety first.  

Thanks for getting us from 
atol to atol, fushi to fushi, 
and safely into bays for 

overnights.





 

McGyver    
Give this chef a fish… and 
see what he can make.
Nilanka and his two kitchen crew are the glue that 
holds the Carpe Diem, the crew, and the guests 
together. They work all day, every day to feed all 
souls aboard. Not an easy job if the seas are a bit 
angry. 

Nilanka earned the name McGyver a few years ago 
because of his amazing skills in the kitchen. He 
makes a very wide variety of meals, but if you give 
him a freshly caught rainbow runner….poof…. We are 
eating fish, lobster, lamb, beef, and so much more. 

Like I said on an earlier page, the Carpe Diem is a 
five star hotel on water. Nilanka prepared a bountiful 
feast for Christmas Eve that made everyone truly feel 
like it was Christmas. Their decorations helped too. 
(Personally, the huge Grinch that Jeff and dad 
brought with them really raised the bar 
of expectations on the ship). 

Nilanka (left) and Shaun (right) 
are both from Sri Lanka and 
work as a team to make sure all 
of our glasses and plates are 
full. Every meal is an event, just 
like a five star hotel restaurant on 
the water should be



 

Merry Christmas
2022

Most of the Carpe Diem 
crew are from Maldives. 
The majority religion in 
the Maldives is Islam. 

Imagine decorating and 
celebrating a holiday that 
has no bearing on your 

own beliefs?  They do a 
fantastic job of making me 
feel like I am home. The 
meal was delicious and full 

of laughter. 



  The Crew
of  the

Carpe Diem

Room Boy. Always running 
around, Arish makes sure 

Captain Red Beard is happy 
with the way the ship is 

running.

Deck Boy. Some day he will 
be a Room MAN. For now, 

we thank him for such clean 
rooms and daily turndowns.

The Engineer of this vessel. 
Someone has to keep this 

behemoth in working order!

SHAUN

Shaun is at the bar for “Beer 
O’Clock” and “wine-minutes 
past the hour”. Thank you 

for your service Shaun.

SAIFUL

Being Assistant Chef under 
the watchful eye of 

McGyver cannot be an 
easy position. But some 
day…another McGyver?

BEYBE KOKO ARISH



  Our Dive
Guides

WATHEY “MILLI”

CAPTAIN “REDBEARD” 
ISSEY

Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien, 
venenatis non porta id erat, 
sagittis a felis vestibulum. 
Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien,

Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien, 
venenatis non porta id erat, 
sagittis a felis vestibulum. 
Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien,

Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien, 
venenatis non porta id erat, 
sagittis a felis vestibulum. 
Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien,

Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien, 
venenatis non porta id erat, 
sagittis a felis vestibulum. 
Nullam vitae hendrerit erat 
mauris. Fusce diam sapien,

MUNKO “VANILLI”

SHAAZ 
“DEEP POCKETS”

Etiam eu eros nisl. 
Nunc  elementum 
porttitor  quam sed 
consequat.  Vivamus 
purus nibh,  
condimentum sed 
porta  non portis 
liberum.” 



 

Dhoani Crew

He’s the new guy on the 
Dhoani. But he does a fine 
job of making sure divers 
are safe on the Dhoani. 

Some day he will take over 
for Miraz. 

Nicknamed smiley, this is the 
guy in charge of filling our tanks. 

Since we dive a regular three 
dives a day, that is a lot of tanks. 
Miraaz also makes sure we each 

sign off for our nitrox levels 
before any dive. His mixes are 
constantly between 31% and 

32%.

ThuhThu is the captain that 
finds our dive sites, follows the 
divers bubbles, and makes sure 
we get back to the main ship 

safe and sound. That’s not easy 
in 3m /15ft waves. We never 

have given ThuhThu a 
nickname. 

THUHTHU

MIRAAZ

ISLAM

The

Dhoani is the local Maldivian word for Dive Boat. The Dhoani takes us to and from our dive sites, 
carries all of our tanks and diving equipment, and serves as the home of the three man dive crew.  

From the moment we get onto the Dhoani for a dive, the crew is taking care of us. Each tank is 
measured and remeasured for Oxygen percentage. They support divers with gear on as they duck-
walk to the stern swim platform for entry or climb up the ladder.  

The crew is always watching out for their divers. Thuhthu is in constant communication with the 
Carpe Diem, his own crew, and the dive guides. He watches over the dive groups, following our 
bubbles and picking us up when we return to the surface.  More than once, one of the crew will 
scramble to help you put on your fins or hand you your forgotten camera or mask. 



 

Find the Sea Creature!
Welcome to diving. There are so many creatures 
you will NOT see unless you know the creature and 
where it hides…or…just follow one of the guides. Let 
the dive guides know what you’d relish seeing. If 
the creature is around, they’ll find ‘em.  

Above is one of Papa’s favorites. The Stone fish. 
Super camouflage. Unmoving. They are so hard to 
identify. (Right) The ghost pipe fish is one of the  
“holy grails” for creature hunters. Yes, that’s a fish 
with it’s head down and tail fin up. Yes it is!



 

Sweetlips
Marbled moray

Orange spine unicorn fish

Red tailed butterfly fish

Moorish idol

Lionfish

Yellow leaf scorpion fish

Nurse shark

clown trigger

spotted boxfish

Durban dancing shrimp

Green moray

Juvenile Emperor 
Angelfish



 

basic white starfish
hermit crab

butterfly fish

yellowis thingious 

ribbon eel

hermit crab

peacock mantis shrimp

octopus

White anemone

green turtle

white tip reef shark

puffer fish



 At the end of each dive trip, the dive guides provide individual divers with a detailed 
log of their dives. This information is gathered after each and every dive and collated 
at the end for record keeping. This is quite a service!

Depth is provided in meters 
or feet, according to the 
preference of the diver. 

Many USA divers prefer feet. 



Above: An Anemone and Two Anemone Fish

“Anemone of my anemone is my friend.”
-  Matthew Warner 


