
Teachers and Techie 
instructors from all 

over S.E.Asia showed 
up for three days.

I really didn’t feel like I was in 

Ch ina . T he Lear n ing 2 .0 
conference was  held in English on 

t h e S h a n g h a i C o m mu n i t y 

International School campus and 
I didn’t get out much. 

Imagine that! It is  hard to 

explain other than to say the focus 
was  on the conference. I really 

wasn’t a tourist on a mission. 
Three days  went by very quickly. 

Erik, Jennie, Nikki, and I went to 

represent Cambodia. Erik was  a 

presenter (physics  simulation 
software) and we other three went 

to get a peak at everything from 

M a c s o f t w a r e i n t h e 
c l a s s ro o m t o Wi k i s  t o 

Interactive Whiteboards. 

Shopping? Tours? Not 

really, but a little bit.

 Erik and I broke away on 
the last day to shop around, 

get in a night of poker with a 
friend from Cambodia, and 

explore a little bit on the subway. 

It was  pretty funny but just not 
enough time to report a whole lot 

a b o u t a f o r e i g n c o u n t r y 

experience. We did go looking for 
Chinatown! (inside joke for 

Khaled and Mario in Kuwait)

The bottom line is  a quick 

trip for a fantastic Educational 
Technology Conference like I 

have never been part of. *Smiles
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Shanghai, China. 
My first trip to 
China started off  
with a denial of  
visa. (story on pg.2)

 Shanghai’s Permanent resident population counts 
over 14.6 million, of  which 9.48 million live in the 
urban areas. The average life span is 77 years.

Pollution?
Not really. I didn’t notice the amount of pollution that people talk about 
Beijing having.

The first comment from 
the conference leaders 

was: “This conference is 
about learning, not just 

technology.”



You gotta know when to hold 
‘em, know when to fold ‘em

Blake and his colleagues from SCIS took money from Eric and I.  At the 
end of  the night, I was US$15.oo in the hole. It was well worth it!

Laptop Fever
There were laptops EVERYWHERE! 
The middle school students were the 
troubleshooters for anyone that couldn’t 
log into the wireless campus. SCIS is on a 
dual platform both Mac and PC, but 
most of the students were carrying 
around Macbooks. 

Mac or PC or Both?

It is imperative for my teaching position 
to know both. I went to  a couple of Mac 
seminars to learn more about the 
software that comes with a Mac, but I 
didn’t learn too much. Most of it just 
comes with “mileage on the mouse”. 
There was a pretty even divide at the 
conference. I even saw about 20 of the 
new asus mini computers like Mario and 
Kathleen bought me for my birthday. I 
brought both the Air and the Asus with 
me so I could interact in either of the 
operating systems. Nikki was using my 
Macbook from school because hers was 
being repaired over the weekend.

Seminars? Guest Speakers? 

The most impressive seminars I went to 
were presented by Cecelia, a former 
t e a ch e r t h a t we n t t o wo rk fo r 
Promethean, the company that makes the 
interactive white boards. Our school 
purchased three of them and I wanted to 
learn, firsthand, how to use them. For the 
first time, I watched a company promote 
their product at  a conference by 
embedding it into a presentation directed 
at content. For example: Cecelia used the 
whiteboard and all of her gadgets to give 
a presentation about assessment. She 
promoted her product indirectly by 
simply using it for her presentation. The 
other company, Mimio, just tried to sell 
us their product and show us what it  can 
do. Go Cecelia! Impressive!

Poker with Blake! 

Blake is a good friend of mine 
from when he and Tammi, his wife, 
were teaching in Phnom Penh last 
year. It just so happens, the school 
that hosted the conference weekend, 
SCIS, is the same school that Blake 
and Tammi are now working at! 
What a small world. I go to China 
and already know someone. Hah! 
The reason I even got to know Blake 
was due to Poker. He, Erik, and I are 
three of the original Six Founding 
Members of the ISPP poker nights. 
Blake was the idea man that had the 
poker table made.

Big Wigs on Campus 

Blake is  now the Middle School 
vice principal on one of the three (3) 
campuses that make up the SCIS 
school and Tammi is the upper 
elementary Principle on the same 
campus. Nice gig! 

I had a chance to go out for 
dinner with Blake and Tammi to get 
the “low down” on how they were 
doing. This  was  only natural because 
they are both veterans  of Kuwait. We 

have a lot in common and it is  always 
a laugh to have a conversation with 
them. It turns  out they are very 
happy with their school, positions, 
and lifestyle. 

They took me to a nice, ethnic, 
German restaurant and treated me to 
sauer kraut with bratwurst. Every five 
minutes or so they tried to influence 
me to come and work with them next 
year. But it was all in fun. They know 
my six year plan. 

The other free night we had was 
a “guys” night out.  No Tammi. It 
was poker night in Shanghai! We had 
drinks, talked about overseas 
teaching, and laughed about old 
times! I don’t remember the names of 
the couple that hosted the party, but 
they were extremely nice. One of the 
other guys had taught in Kuwait for a 
while, so we all had a good time 
talking about the hell we experienced 
at our perspective schools. 
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Bubba’s Texas Bar-B-Q

I HAD to buy one of  there T-shirts that 
says “NO NOODLES’.

Beijing,  that the markets are physically 
more aggressive than I might have ever 
experienced. We decided to walk by any 
and all market stalls where we were NOT 
physically dragged into the stall. You see, 
unlike other parts of  the world where stall 
sellers are verbally aggressive, a lot of  the 
sellers in Shanghai and Beijing get 
physical. A petite Chinese woman may 
grab your arm and you find yourself  in a 
silk stall or a lingerie stall. Just smile!

On our mathematically devised search 
(finding the most beneficial weave 
through the maze of  stalls), Erik and I 
found about 10 stalls that sold Tommy 
Bahama shirts. Imagine buying one of  
the $75-150 for $8 !  We did a lot of  
bargaining, walk-aways, and other 
methods we have used in other parts of  
the world. We scored at one stall. The 
owner had a good day when we left with 
ten TB shirts.  

Blake and Tammi have a flaire 
for finding good food in almost any 
country they live in. Cambodia it was 
spicy German brats made at Dan’s 
Meats. Here in Shanghai it was the best 
ribs in China. No kidding. I know what I 
am talking about. These were good ribs! 
Bubba’s is a restaurant that gets filled up 
during football season and days that 
major sports events are on television. 
Bubba’s has satellite feeds, ribs, and beer. 
I cannot imagine anywhere else to be in 
China! (that is, for Ribs, beer, and sports)

Blake is a big guy like me. He likes 
his chili. The amazing part of the meal 
was watching petite little Tammi pack 

away an entire rack of ribs.  She claims 
that  it was only because we were at 
Bubbas!

 This was  a perfect way to end the 
whirlwind weekend in China. Erik and I 
had started with a dodgy Chinese 
restaurant and ended up at a Texas 
roadside diner where small Chinese 
women were dressed like cowgirls and 
barely spoke English. I still love the Texas 
drawl! 

Thank you to Blake and Tammi for 
sharing their time, home, poker money, 
and the box of Philippino cigars! It made 
the trip worth it.

The Shanghai Top Ten List

10 - TAXI SHELLS - Riding in taxis 
around Shanghai is quite easy and 
affordable. The taxis hit the list because 
of  the protective plastic shell around the 
driver. (right) You have to stick the cash 
over the sloping plastic in the front, or 
the driver rolls down his window when 
you get out. Metered! yeh!
9 - “CHINA TOWN” is easy to find. 
(this is an inside joke going out to Khaled in Q8.
8 - CHEAP BEER. If  I remember correctly, it cost about $4US to get three 
eightballs of  local beer in the 7/11’ish convenience store. 
7 - CIVILIZED TRAFFIC - at least compared to Phnom Penh. But then, 
name a city worse than Phnom Penh.
6 - EXCELLENT MASS TRANSIT - The subways in Shanghai were 
timely and super fast. But Erik and I surely felt BIG AND TALL.
5 - ETHNIC RESTAURANTS - Blake and Tammi took me to a row of  
restaurants (there are plenty others too). It reminded me of  the ethnic 
varieties in Boston, Chicago, and London. 
4 - BILIBGUAL ATMOSPHERE -  Although Erik and I got lost a few 
times with our local hotel road map, we were able to read the English/
Chinese signs enough to get to the underground, markets, and back to the 
hotel. Now I feel bad for Chinese tourists going to the states. (for 5 seconds)
3 - CHINESE FOOD CHOICES - I sure didn’t order the cow intestines 
over rice, but average Chinese menus are quite impressive for choices!
2 - PHYSICALLY CHALLENGING MARKETS - you may just have to 
be in the mood and make it a game. Otherwise, don’t bother going!
1 - BLAKE AND TAMMI - thanks to Blake and Tammi, Erik and I had a 
comfortable stay, excellent conference, and an all-around great visit to 

The Markets of  
Cheap Clothing

Eric and I went 
on a mission to 
find the knock-
off  versions of  
Tommy Bahama 
shirts. 
It was clear, from 
Erik’s last visit to 


