
ST.SOMETIMES
Thanksgiving & the Good Karma?

T H E  L I F E  O F  A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T E A C H E R

a  b i t  o f  h o m e  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e

No, we didn’t get the day off of school. No, 
the busiest shopping weekend didn’t start. No, 
we didn’t stuff ourselves. (one plate of food)

Thanksg iv ings  around  the  
world?  For  me . . .

Looking Back

GOOD FOOD & FRIENDS

still find it hard to remember 
exactly what day Thanksgiving 
is on anymore. Of course, I 

haven’t been in the USA for this 
holiday in 8 years.  At least the internet 
is rife with reminders and a few 
Americans plan big dinners to invite 
the single teachers to. Frankly, I don’t 
miss it. Remember, my first career was 
in retail and November was the start of 
the busiest time of year. Now I am 
more relaxed.

This international school has certainly 
opened my eyes to more international 
holidays (and I can barely remember 
when OUR holidays are).  Australia 
day, India’s Independence Day, Thai 
New Years, Chinese New Year, Pchum 
Ben (Cambodian National Holiday) 

and many more. We few Americans 
quietly make reservations at the few 
restaurants around town that cater to 
American holidays. 

The three days prior to Thanksgiving 
Day, I was suffering from a severe case 
of food poisoning. Luckily it cleared up 
before the feast. I was ready to gorge 
on turkey and all the fixings. However, 
the Cambodians that owned the place 
only made enough for 
each of us to have 
one plate of food.

Poor timing for 
my food 
poisoning after 
all! 

Oh well.

Honduras

Shannon/Brynn
About 15 of us gathered around and 
cooked a massive feast. I was in charge 
of peeling a bag of potatoes.

Bay Islands

Thanks on the Beach	
25 people from all over the world 
planned a dinner on the beach with fresh 
fish, lots of beer, and many languages.

Egypt

A Wedding Feast
Not only was it Thanksgiving at 
Charlene’s apartment, it was a wedding 
ceremony, dance, and feast.

Thursday

Quisque Porta
Interdum at. Eget habitasse elementum 
est, ipsum purus pede porttitor class, ut 
adipiscing, aliquet sed auctor, imperdiet 
arcu per diam dapibus libero duis..

But it WAS a Thanksgiving Dinner!
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Good Karma: I took my tuk-tuk driver, Po, out 
of Cambodia for his first international trip.

o, it wasn’t all about Karma. I 
have just seen too many 
episodes of “My Name is Earl” 

and try to use the notion of Karma as 
much as possible now. 

Actually, the idea of treating Po to a 
trip to Bangkok arose from an 
invitation Po received to travel to the 
USA. In a nutshell, Po was offered a 
trip to Spokane, WA from a Unitarian 
Church. They want him to come and 
speak to their Church about Buddhism 
because Po was a monk for 13 years! 

I helped Po with most of his 
documents and paid for his first 
Passport. It was during this prep 
period that it dawned on me that Po 
would be absolutely lost if he flew all 
the way to the states. Po, almost 35 
years old,  had never set foot outside of 
Cambodia. No one in his family had. 
So I planned a short trip to Bangkok.

Three Days International!  I 
planned for a short, three day trip for 
Po in Bangkok. I figured he wouldn’t 
let me pay for more than three days 
and I couldn’t afford to pay for both of 
us in the big city for more than three 

days. And I was correct. Everything, 
and I mean EVERYTHING, was a 
new experience for Po. He was tired 
out after three Bangkok days.

We did a lot of things: flying in an 
airplane, sleeping in a hotel, a river 
boat trip through the locks, taxi rides, 
tuk-tuk rides, window shopping, riding 

the sky-train, tour of the Royal Palace, 
hanging out on Koh San road, dinner 
at Outback Steakhouse, street food 
tasting, movies at the royal theatre, 
drinking with Tobey on the side of the 
road, and visiting the aquarium. Best of 
all, this was the first time Po could 
only communicate in ENGLISH. 

N

Po’s mother, brother, and nephews all traveled from their provincial home to see Po 
off at the airport. This was the first time Po had ever been INSIDE of the airport.

Cambodia has a local currency and the 
US dollar. The dollar is the preferred 
currency. Po was seriously upset that he 
had to exchange his US dollars for Thai 
Baht! He still doesn’t understand why 
Thailand would not just use US dollars.

Bond... James Bond! - a new experience!

Po is a fanatic of James Bond. He uses 007 in his email address. Luckily, Quantum 
Solace was playing at the Paragon Cineplex while we were there. We HAD to go. I 
stood in line with Po and we practiced converting currencies. I told him it was about 
140 Bht ( US 4$) for the movie. I was surprised 
when the tickets cost 1200Bht (US $40) . It 
turned out, we had chosen the Ultra theater. 
Do you know about these? Truly V.I.P. This 
particular theater only had 78 seats. All of 
them were lounge chairs. We had a waitress, 
blankets, and a drink table!  This was a new 
experience for me. And what an experience 
it was. Surround sound. Digital. Widescreen. 
And James Bond. Note: there are NO 
theaters in Cambodia. 



The Exciting Experiences of Bangkok
(Left) The Royal Palace of  Thailand was a must-
see for my Buddhist friend. (2nd from Left) Similar 
to the London Royal Guards, this guy just would 
NOT move!  I tried to get him to even smile. No 
luck, he cared too much about his job.	

(2nd from Right) The technology mall called “Pan 
Tip” is outrageous. I always go there to find almost 
any technology. (Right) Po was amazed at the traffic 
and the way drivers obey traffic laws. This just 
doesn’t happen in Phnom Penh! 

PO... 007 PO!

Paragon. The top floor 
is the Cinema, the 
bottom floor is a world 
class aquarium. My 
friend Tobey runs the 
shark dive. If  you ever 
go, let me know. I’ll call 
up Tobey.

FOOD/CARS
Po and I could afford 
the Thai foods, but Po 
found it way too spicy.  
The malls have 
everything in them, even 
a few upper crust car 

dealerships. Po and I 
struck up a conversation 
with the Thai girls 
selling the Lamborginis.  
I taught Po he had the 
right to go INTO shops 
like Dolce&Gabana 
even if  we don’t have 
money to spend. 

STREET FOOD
This was awesome. Po 
tried many different 
foods. I kept joking with 
him that he was eating 
dog but he got upset and 
told me off. “It is 
WRoNG to eat such 
animals, Greg!”

Nonetheless, I kept 
joking until he joined in 
and started to joke back. 

CANAL TRIP

LOCKS

CANAL LOCKS



A Lesson in Prejudice...both a bad experience 
and an educational experience.

o got off of his first plane ride 
blue from air sickness. We 
walked through the vast 

airport terminal and headed for his 
first foreign customs experience. The 
Thai Customs official wouldn’t even 
look at him! So much for “The Land of 
Smiles” if you are Cambodian!

At the time we arrived, the Thai and 
Khmer governments were actually 
fighting over a sacred temple along 
their shared border. 

At the Baggage Claim,  I had 
planned on explaining the baggage 
claim process to Po. Instead, I ran into 
my friend Jane. We were chatting while 
Po came through customs and when Po 
explained what had happened, the 

three of us waited for luggage and 
discussed the unfortunate but real 
issue of prejudice. The customs lady 
had really hurt Po’s feelings. 

Two or three more:  Po ran into 
prejudice two or three more times 
during the trip. At least, those are the 
times he was willing to tell me about. I 
have a feeling it affected him more 
than he let on. 

On the other hand, a lot of Thais 
would look at him, rather than me, and 
ask him questions in Thai. He would 
reply in English, that he didn’t 
understand Thai. This was cool. Po 
now realizes, through experience, that 
understanding English can lead him 
anywhere in the world.

P

“Greg, do Americans eat 
rice? I would die if I 
went more than three 
days without rice.”

Po-Po
Ex-Buddhist Monk

Tuk-tuk driver
and Friend

1. Plan for 3 Days in Bkok

2. Go Diving in Koh Tao

3. See the Red Light District Without Kids and Without your Monk Friend (once is enough)

4. Movies, Aquarium, Pagodas, Canal Boat Trip, Street Food, Pan Tip for Technology

5. Don’t Go When Rioters descend on the Airport

If you can, take someone who has never had the chance to travel overseas. It opens up their world!

Bangkok Trip Recipe

The Royal Palace, the Emerald Buddha: 
worth seeing. But Po wasn’t too 
impressed. Mainly because the Thais 
were outright rude to him!

Take some time out to Do something 
just for the sake of Doing it!


